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It is true that wearing of clothes goeq
with a higher state of the arts and to thay
extent with civilisation, but it is on the othe,.
hand attended by a lower state of health g,
morality, so that no clothed civilisation caq

expect to attain to a high rank ”,

The Greek philosopher Diogenes, Con.
temporaneous with Alexander the great lived
naked, and the ancient Greeks made nude im-
ages as well, In India nudity has been highly
prized since hoary antiquity' It stands as a,

symbol for the ‘highest pitch of Renunciation
and the Divinity of man’,
Lord Rishabha, the first Tirthankara of

the Jainas preached it long ago and He was

imitated in this respect by the Brahmana

Paramhansas and the non-Brahmana Sramanas.™

Nagas of the Kapalika School of Hinduism

survive to this day in South India ; but the
naked Sramanas-Ajivikas had long been sub-

(3 )
merged in the fold of naked Jainas ;¥ who fol-
Jow the scientific path even now in the same
manner, as chalked

out by the Great

Tirthankara,

Thanks of all the Pious Jainas, of course,
are due to the learned author and the enthusi-
astic publishers for bringing out this valuable
and interesting booklet, which we hope, wiil
dispell the darkness ot ignorance in respect to

Jaina Saints,

Aliganj (Etah)
August 1931.

KAMTA PRASAD
JAIN.M. R A.S.

#The Jaina as well as Hindu Shastras bear testi-mony
to this view. [See my forthcoming book on the Digambara
Saints] MAKKHALI GOSHAL, Puran Kassapa and other
non orthodox Sramanas were adherenis of Ajivika Seet and
went about naked. [See Paramatthajotika, 1I P. P. 372313
and Jatakatthavannana, 1, P. 590]. The Hindn Parbrajakss
of the Turiyatita and the Avadhuta type were also paked
[Samnyasopanisad 13].

" The Ajivikas Pt. 1 & Indian Antiqnary XXI 363 F. X.




THE NUDITY OF JAINA SAINTS.

The houscholders in the Jaina Community
put on clothes which. they discard gradually
as they approach the vanprastha stage, finally
retaining only a langoti on the 11th stage of
the householder's path. But sanithood is cons-
tituted on the higher path. The saints " of the
Digambar community must discard even the
langoti. They cannot retain the langoti and
become saints. But they do not discard
clothes with a view to assail virtue or to
excite sexual passion or immorality in -any
one's heart. Decency is not affected by the
nudity of saints. As said in the tHouscholder’s
Dharma, so far as decency is concerned,

we must not forget that the point does not
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‘It would be disastrous if a misplaced sCnse
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ing naked and bare-foot. . ( Isaiah XX. 2.)

In the Jewish work known as the ‘Ascension of
Isaiah’ (p. 32) it is said : “( Those } who be-
Jieve in the ascension into heaven withdrew

and settled on the mountain . . ... They were
all Prophets [saints) and they had nothing
with them and were naked.”

Certain of the Christian saints including
St.Mary of Egypt, who was a beautiful woman
discarded all clothes and went about naked
(see Lecky's History of European Morals,

chapter 4 ).

In the Clementine Homilies, the Apostle
Peter is shown to explain the point in the fol-
lowing striking language :—

“ For we, who have chosen the fature
things, in so far as we possess more goods

thanthese whether they be clothing, 0T ...
any other thing, possess sins, because W¢

(7))
ought not to have anything . ..... ... Toall
of us possesstons are sins . .. The deprivation

of these, in whatever way it may take place is
the removal of sins. ”’ ( Ante Nicene Christian
Library, xvii. 240 ).

It is difficult to explain the idea of nirvana
in the space available at present ; but it may
be said briefly that that supremely happyv
State cannot be attained withoutachievement of
perfection in vairagya (renunciation) ; for the
possessionofall that is foreign to thesoul-nature
is sin, asexplained in the above passage quoted
from the AntiNicene Christian Library. Ancient
records show that naked Saints were found not
only in India, but as far away from India, as
Caspia and Abyssinia.

Nudity was a sign of world-renunciation
amongst the ancient Arabs, too. Washington
Irving says about their religious practices that
“ the fawaf or a procession round the Caaba
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Wwas an ancient ceremony observed before the
time of Muhammad, and performed by hot)

sexes entiely naked”. (The life of Mahamey

Asregards the Muhammadan belicf, the
following verses from Jalal-ul-din Rumi, one of
the oreatest of the philosopher saints of Islam
and the author of the world famous Mathnavi,
constitute clear recognition of the sanctity of
saintly nudity from Islam itsclf.
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The references are to pages 262 and 384
of the 2nd. Volume of the Urdu Translation of
the Mathnavi,entitled pyede lei(11Tham i-[\"léanllﬂ?)
The Urdu Translation of the above verses !9
thus given in the Ilham-i-Manzum

( 9)

r,;_&.\{,.ﬂ [ ‘S,U LS U,.ﬁ) . l;r’f ’5 i ”’-! s — |
AT by ) AT (o8 - St fola &5 gty ey B -2
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The English rendering of the above is as
follows 1—
1. The intoxicated one [ the saint ] said: Go,
critic + attend to thine own business :

Thou shalt not prevail against the naked one:

2. The eyes of the robed one are turned to
the washerman :
Light Divine is the adornment of the
nude body s

3. Thou shouldst either leave alcne the
Naked Ones altogether,
Or become free and robe-less like them :

-

4. If thou be not able to discard all clothes

(at once) Reduce theirnumber and thus
follow the middle course s
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Tr.  They alone are praisworthy (among
saints), they alone are to be adored, they alone
\J

have destroyed the root of their karnras who do

not need any vessel for holding food other than
their own hands, who eat only what is offered
when they go out for food, whose clothing con-

sists of space, who have no associates or com-
panions, who do not stoop to begging, and who

are content to seek joy in the inner Self alone!”
This is surely only the description of a

Jaina Saint in the language of a learned saintly

Hindu author !

In ancient days kings gave up their king-
doms and became naked Saints. Many famow
names of kings canbe given in this connection:
Chandragupta of the Mauriyan ~Empir¢, who

defeated the ‘unconquerable’ Greel army it

( d3:5)

)

the B, C..days and who married a Greek
Princess, the daughter of Sileucus Nicator, was
one of the eminent kings who renounced a
vast empire and became a wandering Digam-
bara Saint.
p. 134).

king, in historical times, who valued the Eter-

{Vincent Smith’s History of India

Amoghvarsha was another famous

nal vm..q._.om in’ Nirvana more than a worldly
Eum,m,s%., Nirgrantha ( naked ) Saints were
seen _wm:.o.,ﬂﬁ. the country, and were respected
by all classes of Iudians in the remote past.

The fw.n.am?mﬁ books are full of references to

& pectable of families, Alexander-the Great
s \
%% d some of these Saints to his country,

‘and took one of them with him. This Saint
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lgl,whs character. and the religious sen- t question is, is there a right to conduct a

i ,cons,ldered it is not lessa sligious procession with its appropriate obser-
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